
FlightGear Short Reference
FlightGear is a freeflight simulatordevelopedcollectively overtheInternetundertheGPL.

Main Web site: http://flightgear.sourceforge.net/

Program Start: Linux/UNIX via thescriptrunfgfsunder/FlightGear,
Windowsvia theBatchfile runfgfs.batunder/FlightGear

Keyboard controls:

Tab.1: Main keyboard controls on the numeric keypad with
activated NumLock key.

Key Action
PgUp/PgDn Throttle
Left Arrow/RightArrow Aileron
Up Arrow/Down Arrow Elevator
Ins/Enter Rudder
5 Centeraileron/

elevator/rudder
Home/End Elevatortrim

Tab.2: View directions accessible after de-activating Num-
Lock on the numeric keypad.

NumericKey View direction
Shift-8 Forward
Shift-7 Left/forward
Shift-4 Left
Shift-1 Left/back
Shift-2 Back
Shift-3 Right/back
Shift-6 Right
Shift-9 Right/forward

Tab.3: Autopilot and related controls.

Key Action
Ctrl + A Altitude hold toggleon/off
Ctrl + G Follow glideslope1 toggleon/off
Ctrl + H Headinghold toggleon/off
Ctrl + N Follow NAV 1 radialtoggleon/off
Ctrl + S Autothrottletoggleon/off
Ctrl + T Terrainfollow toggleon/off
Ctrl + U Add 1000ft. to youraltitude
F11 Autopilot altitudedialog
F12 Autopilot headingdialog

Tab.4: Special action of keys, if autopilot is enabled.

Key Action
Up/Down Arrow Altitude adjust
Ins/Enter Headingadjust
PgUp/PgDn Auto Throttleadjust

Tab.5: Special keyboard controls.

Key Action
h/H Changecolorof HUD/toggleHUD off forward/backward
i/I Minimize/maximizeHUD
m/M Changetime offset(warp)usedby t/T forward/backward
P Toggleinstrumentpanelon/off
t/T Time speedup/slow down forward/backward
x/X Zoomin/out
v Cycleview modes
z/Z Changevisibility (fog) forward/backward
a/A Speedup/slow down (time acceleration)
b bothgearbrakeson/off
, left gearbrake(usefulfor differentialbraking)
. right gearbrake(usefulfor differentialbraking)
p Togglepauseon/off
W Togglefull screenmodeon/off (Mesa/3dfx/Glideonly)�

Extendflaps�
Retractflaps

F2 RefreshScenerytile cache
F3 Save screenshotunderfgfs-screen.ppm
F6 Toggleautopilottargetbetweencurrentheadingandwaypoint
F8 Togglefog on/off
F9 Toggletexturingon/off
F10 Togglemenuon/off
ESC Exit program

Tab.6: Alternative function key commands accessible via
Shift + key.

Key Action
Shift-F1 Restoreflight from fgfs.sav
Shift-F2 Savecurrentflight to fgfs.sav
Shift-F3 Readapanelfrom apropertylist
Shift-F4 Re-readglobalpreferencesfrom preferences.xml
Shift-F5/F6 Shift thepanelin y direction
Shift-F7/F8 Shift thepanelin x direction
Shift-F10 Toggledataloggingof FDM on/off

Mouse controlled functions: Thereare threemousemodi. In the usualmode(pointer curser)panel’s controlscan be
operatedwith the mouse.To changea control, click with the left/middle mousebutton on the correspondingknob/lever.
While theleft mousebuttonleadsto smallindcrements/decrements,themiddleonemakesgreaterones.Klicking ontheleft
handsiteof theknob/leverdecreasesthevalue,while clicking on theright handsideincreasesit.
Right clicking themouseactivatesthesimulatorcontrolmode(crosshaircursor).This allowscontrolof aileron/elevatorvia
themousein absenceof a joystick (enable--enable-auto-coordination in thiscase).
Right clicking themouseanothertime activatesthe view control mode(arrow cursor). This allows changingdirectionof
view via themouse.
Right clicking themouseoncemoreresetsit into theinitial state.
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